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Academy Park bandshell move, design approved by Village Board
BY JOSHUA MALONI
GM/Managing Editor

The Village of Lewiston Board 
of Trustees approved a plan to 
move the Academy Park band-
shell, and expand the structure’s 
capabilities, at its monthly meet-
ing Monday night.

Elected leaders echoed posi-
tive sentiments offered a week 
prior by Historic Preservation 
Commission and Planning Board 
members. 

The bandshell will move from 
its current spot in the northwest 
park corner (across from the Hib-
bard’s plaza) to the southwest 
side adjacent to Syros Restaurant 
and Warren’s Village Hardware. 
It will face the fi eld. 

Architect David Giusiana 
pitched the idea of a new over-
hang with trusses, as well as a 
larger stage, while noting the 
bandshell will be ground level.

“I like it myself,” Deputy Mayor 
Vic Eydt said. “I think it looks 
great.”

“It’s nice,” Mayor Anne Welch 
noted.

Lewiston Tops owner Anthony 
DiMino had the structure built al-
most 20 years ago. He has agreed 
to cover the cost of its relocation, 
as well.

Speaking Tuesday, DiMino said 
he expects the bandshell to be 
moved in the winter.

“I talked to my architect and 
my construction manager this 
morning. … We’re going to try 
to do some things now. But, to be 
honest, we’re probably not going 
to move the bandshell until the 
middle of the winter, because it’s 
really too late now,” DiMino said. 
“We have to pour footers and do 
some things ahead of time. And 
by the time we’re done with that, 

we’re going to be in November – 
and it’s going to be so mushy that 
we won’t be able to do that. 

“So, we’re thinking about at 
least pouring the footers and stuff 
that we need to put the new band-
shell on. And then move the band-
shell hopefully sometime in the 
wintertime when we don’t have 
to worry about pouring the foot-
er. The ground should be hard 
as a rock. We’ll move the band-
shell then. And then complete 
construction during the spring, 

when it’s advantageous; and then 
hopefully be done by – if COVID 
doesn’t screw everything up – we 
fi gure that we’ll be ready to go by, 
hopefully, Easter.”

The bandshell is most nota-
bly used by the Kiwanis Club of 
Lewiston, in conjunction with the 
Niagara County Peach Festival. 
Kiwanians build a stage exten-
sion for concerts, dance routines, 
competitions and pageants.

DiMino said permanently en-
larging the stage will open the 

door to additional opportunities.
He noted, “It was something I 

wanted to do for a long while, be-
cause my original plan – almost 
20 years ago – was to get the 
stage big enough for the Buffalo 
Philharmonic,” he said. “It never 
was big enough for that type of 
venue. It should be now.”

Speaking to the HPC, Welch 
said moving the bandshell “is at 
great expense to Anthony DiMi-
no. It’s going to cost him quite a 
bit to do that for us. We appreciate 
his willingness to do this.”

DiMino explained, “The prob-
lem with the bandshell is like 
saying Academy Park is just a 
park. We call it Academy Park. 
That bandshell was dedicated as 
the Alphonso DiMino Memorial 
Bandshell. That’s what it should 
be called. Just like we call it Mari-
lyn Toohey Park. When we refer 
to the bandshell, we should be 
referring to it as the Alphonso Di-
Mino Memorial Bandshell. 

“So, if I’m going to make sure 
that it’s still dedicated to my fa-
ther, I felt that it was my respon-
sibility to make sure it is the best 
possible bandshell in Western 
New York.”

Bandshell rendering by Giusiana Architects, courtesy of the Village of Lewiston.

Stella Niagara outdoor education program shines
In 2016, when Stella Niagara 

Education Park decided to inte-
grate outdoor education into its 
curriculum, educators had no 
idea how fortuitous this decision 
would be. 

The board of directors made 
the decision after reviewing re-
search that showed students 
who learn outdoors are happier, 
healthier and perform better 
academically. Members said this 
unique approach provides chil-
dren with a personal experience 
of the Sisters of St. Francis’ Fran-
ciscan values and teaches them 
how to lead healthy and balanced 
lives with respect for Earth, the 
environment and biodiversity.

A press release further stated, 
“With the current pandemic, 
medical experts are recommend-
ing schools teach outside as much 

as possible and, because Stella 
Niagara already has integrated 
the outdoors into all subjects, the 
students are able to learn math, 
ELA, science, social studies, art, 
music, religion and gym on the 
school’s 104-acre campus. While 
the outdoors has already been 
integrated into all subjects, our 
teachers collaborated with our 
outdoor educator over the sum-
mer to make sure that we were 
using the most of our campus.”

A few examples of outdoor 
learning since school returned in-
clude Montessori pre-K students 
performing their morning work 
in an outdoor classroom; Montes-
sori students going on a nature 
hike in the woods, where found a 
fuzzy caterpillar, turkey feathers 
and falling leaves; kindergarten 
through eighth grade students 
learning outside; working in the 
children’s garden; and even en-
joying lunch outside.
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